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‘Unexpected brushes with fame’ is probably the most apt description of the 

events that lead Peyton McMahon on a musical odyssey for the past several years. 
Another chapter in that journey is beginning with the launch of Peyton’s initial music 
release; an EP simply entitled “Peyton McMahon” which contain 4 songs exclusively 
written by Peyton. After years of performing other people’s songs, Peyton McMahon is 
now creating his own path. 

 
Peyton’s original interest in performing came about quite by accident. His 

grandmother, who was a piano teacher, tried to give Peyton formal music lessons at a 
young age, but Peyton had no interest in formal lessons.  After months of frustration, his 
grandmother threw in the towel, but Peyton continued teaching himself how to play by 
ear, and later picked up the guitar. 

 
His love of music grew, but mainly manifested itself as a private hobby; singing 

and playing music by himself in his room and never in the presence of anyone else; his 
own little secret. 

 
That all changed when he was 16 and his family took a trip to Disney World. At 

the time, “American Idol” was all the rage, and Disney World had an “American Idol 
Experience” attraction in a large arena where they recreated the show’s vocal 
competition and selection process.  It was then that Peyton decided to overcome his fear 
and audition. To his surprise, he cleared all the elimination rounds and ended up 
winning the competition which culminated in a finale performance for thousands of 
cheering fans. Peyton got a short-lived taste of the life of a performer as a daily stream of 
audience members from the show continually recognized him throughout the week, 
asking for photos and autographs. Quite a heady experience for a kid who had never 
sang in front of another human prior to the trip. 

 
 
In the ensuing years, Peyton’s primarily outlet for his musical talents has been 

YouTube, where he posted various cover versions of popular hit songs. Peyton’s 
performances and musical interpretations have won praise and encouragement from 
many of the artists that he covered including OneRepublic, Shakira, Fifth Harmony, 
Gavin DeGraw, Matchbox Twenty and Kelly Clarkson. Despite not yet releasing a record, 
his YouTube channel currently has over 13,000 subscribers and 1 million views. 

 
Peyton’s next brush with fame came from an opportunity that Kelly Clarkson 

came up with to have undiscovered acts perform a cover on stage during the various 
stops on her tour. Peyton submitted a video and more or less forgot about it. A couple of 
months after the submittal, while relaxing at home on a Friday afternoon, he received an 
email from Kelly Clarkson’s musical director telling him that he was selected to perform 
the following night. Peyton then dropped everything and made a mad scramble to drive 
to Dallas the next morning to make it just in time for rehearsal and sound check with 
Kelly's band.  

 



That night, Peyton performed a cover of Gavin DeGraw's “I Don’t Want to Be” to 
20,000 screaming fans.  Kelly Clarkson came on stage afterward to congratulate Peyton, 
exclaiming "You're like a white boy with soul! Damn, you’re good!”. In an article on the 
concert the following morning, the Dallas Morning Observer said Peyton’s performance 
and version “surprisingly surpassed the original”.  In a 24 hour period, Peyton got 
another taste of his performing dream. 

 
Peyton’s last brush with near fame came when he was selected to appear on “The 

Voice” television series. After several auditions, he was chosen to as one of 95 
contestants to have a blind audition.  He was flown out to Los Angeles and lived with all 
of the other contestants for a month.  As fate would have it, by the time Peyton finally got 
to sing for the TV judges, almost all of the teams were already chosen.  He did not get 
selected, and worst, his performance got edited out of the TV broadcast due to time 
constraints.  So, fame again showed itself to be elusive, but Peyton enjoyed the 
experience and made lasting friendships with many of the other contestants. 

 
So today begins the latest chapter in Peyton’s music career.  Finally ready to 

release his own music, Peyton is releasing his first record of original material with his 
4-song EP “Peyton McMahon”.  The EP was recorded in Los Angeles and was produced 
by David Maemone. David, who plays keyboards in Gavin DeGraw's touring band, 
recruited a couple of Gavin's other band members to play on the EP (Michael Baker: 
Drums, Billy Norris: Guitar). 

 
Creatively, Peyton’s musical navigation system draws inspiration from Pop, Rock, 

Alternative, and Singer/Songwriter genres while centering around a foundation of 
catchy Pop hooks.  While his soulful voice provides a distinctness to his music, you can 
hear the influence of many current artists such as Maroon 5, OneRepublic, Gavin 
DeGraw, Ed Sheeran, Bruno Mars, and Adele. 

 
The EP contains 4 hook filled tunes that would easily fit into any top-40 playlist in 

the current musical landscape.  The lead single, “Hold On Tight” is reminiscent of Shawn 
Mendes or Maroon 5 with an undeniable, ‘can’t get it out of my head’ chorus.  Another 
killer cut from the EP, “Tell Me Why” has a vibe somewhere between Hozier and Niall 
Horan with a slam-dunk chorus worthy of Matchbox 20.   Peyton then balances those 
tunes with an acoustic Ed Sheeran-like ballad with an unexpected and pleasing falsetto 
performance called “See the Sun”.  The remaining track is pulsating pop song called “Last 
Man Standing” that shows definite influence from Gavin DeGraw and OneRepublic. 

 
After many brushes with fame, Peyton McMahon is taking the bull by the horns. 

His new EP is his first real shot to creatively take control of his career.  It is an 
impressive first step; a marker to let you know this is an artist to watch.  This is only the 
first chapter in what promises to be an impressive career. 

 


